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and thirty-two days' siege, and both Russia an
Napoleon had intimated their readiness to discui
terms ; only England seemed anxious to continu
the war to a more definite conclusion.   On th
16th of January, Austria intervened, and a peac
conference was  summoned  to  meet in  Parii
Thus, not only had the Emperor made Franc
once more a power in the councils of Europe
but he had also succeeded in securing that fo
the first time in her history a Continental congres
should be held in her capital and under her aegis
For a Bourbon to have achieved this, would hav<
been a great victory ; for a mere parvenu, it was <
miracle.   The whole attitude of Europe toward:
him had undergone a revolution.   To Englanc
he had become the trusted ally ; to Russia, the
powerful foe to be propitiated ; to Sardinia, the
neighbour to be wooed in the cause of Italian
unity; to Austria and Prussia, still something ol
an enigma but undoubtedly a person to be treated
with  the   greatest  respect.     England,   Russia,
Austria, Turkey, and Sardinia each appointed
two plenipotentiaries, who met those appointed
by Napoleon in Paris at the beginning of March.
The Emperor had himself been born at the
moment when his great namesake was astride his
pinnacle of glory.  Now, in the hour when his own
prestige and power were soaring, his dynasty was
consummated with an heir. On the 16th of March,